Georgia Grade 3 Writing Assessment

Informational Writing

	An effective informational composition…
	An effective informational composition is NOT:

	Has a consistent focus and point of view

	Writing about multiple, unrelated ideas

	Includes relevant examples, facts, anecdotes, and details 
	A list of facts, a story, and/or personal anecdotes that do not inform the reader about the topic


	Contains an appropriate organizational pattern (introduction, body, conclusion) for the purpose of informing the reader

	A response in which ideas are not presented in logical order

	Includes sufficient information to explain the topic
	A  brief paragraph containing only a few sentences


	Uses a variety of resources and/or personal experience to inform the reader about the topic

	A paper that is copied directly from source material

	Uses a lively writing voice that captures the reader's interest 

	Flat, uninteresting writing 

	Uses descriptive language and grade-appropriate words 

	An essay that contains imprecise language and little sentence variety

	May use a short narrative in the introduction to engage the audience
	Writing that consists entirely of a story or the writer’s opinion without informing the reader about the topic


	Contains correct sentences, usage, grammar, and spelling that make the writer's ideas understandable 

	Incorrect sentences, usage, grammar, and spelling that prevent the reader from understanding the writer's ideas


Georgia Grade 3 Writing Assessment

Persuasive Writing

	An effective persuasive composition . . .
	An effective persuasive composition is NOT:

	Establishes a clear position
	Writing about the topic without a clear position


	Has a consistent focus and point of view

	Writing about multiple, unrelated ideas

	Contains sufficient information to address the issue

	A brief paragraph with only a few sentences

	Includes relevant examples, facts, anecdotes, and/or details

	A formulaic response with repetitive ideas and language 

	Contains an appropriate organizational strategy for the purpose of persuasion

	Writing in which ideas are presented in illogical or confusing order

	Includes an effective introduction and conclusion 

	Writing that begins without an introduction and ends without a conclusion

	Uses transitions such as transition words and phrases, bullets, subheadings or numbering

	An incoherent essay in which ideas are not linked 

	Uses a lively voice that demonstrates awareness of audience

	Flat, uninteresting writing

	Uses interesting language and sensory details 

	An essay that contains imprecise language and little sentence variety

	Contains correct sentences, usage, grammar, and spelling that makes the writer’s ideas understandable

	Incorrect sentences, usage, grammar, and spelling that prevent the reader from understanding the writer's meaning


Georgia Grade 3 Writing Assessment

Narrative Writing

	An effective narrative composition. . .
	An effective narrative composition is NOT . . .

	Tells a personal or imaginative story 

	A list of events and/or facts

	May include the writer’s imagination and personal experiences that are related to the story 

	An abundance of facts or personal anecdotes that are unrelated to the topic 

	Contains narrative elements such as characters, plot, point of view, and setting

	Formulaic, repetitive writing 

	Presents ideas in a clear, chronological sequence

	A list of reasons, opinions, or unrelated episodes

	Presents a story that has a well developed beginning, middle, and end

	A paper that lacks a clear beginning, middle, and end

	Uses a lively writing voice to engage the reader

	Flat, uninteresting writing 

	Uses vivid sensory details and descriptive adjectives and verbs

	A response that contains imprecise language

	Uses a variety of sentences

	A response  with little sentence variety

	Contains correct sentences, usage, grammar, and spelling that make the writer's ideas understandable

	Incorrect sentences, usage, grammar, and spelling that prevent the reader from understanding the writer's ideas


Georgia Grade 3 Writing Assessment

Response to Literature

	An effective response to literature . . . 
	An effective response to literature is NOT . . .

	Establishes a clear position on the text

	A retelling of a book or story

	Has a consistent focus and point of view

	Writing about multiple, unrelated ideas

	Makes connections to the text (e.g., text to text, text to self, text to outside world)

	A plot summary

	Contains sufficient information to develop a point of view

	A brief paragraph with only a few sentences

	Contains an appropriate organizational strategy for the purpose of formulating a position on the text

	Writing in which ideas are presented in illogical or confusing order

	Includes an effective introduction and conclusion 

	Writing that begins without an introduction and ends without a conclusion

	Uses transitions such as transition words and phrases, bullets, subheading or numbering

	An incoherent response in which ideas are not linked 

	Uses a lively voice that demonstrates awareness of audience

	Flat, uninteresting writing

	Uses interesting language and sensory details 

	An essay that contains imprecise language and little sentence variety

	Contains correct sentences, usage, grammar, and spelling that makes the writer’s ideas understandable

	Incorrect sentences, usage, grammar, and spelling that prevent the reader from understanding the writer's ideas 


